


A Piece of Cake

By Cupcake Brown
Genre: Memoir
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A Piece of Cake.... One of the

most moving realistic books |

have ever read. Truly moving,

truly real. A Piece of Cake is

about a girl named Cupcake and her journey through

life trying to find someone who will take her in, love her,
and care for her. It all starts with the death of the most
important person in her life. .. her mother. After her
death everything goes downhill; drugs, booze, unruly
adults that are supposed to care for her but do exadtly the
opposite, abuse, running away... this book has it all.

This is an astonishing autobiography, of a girl who simply
grew up in a jungle of the unknown.

-Rosana Escudero

American Born

Chinese
By Gene Luen Yang
Genre: Graphic Novel
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The American culture sweeps

the world but how does it affect

the new members of the nation?

Three interconnected stories answer that question.

In the times of Chinese legends, lived a monkey king
who longed to be like the gods above him. Though

he becomes as strong and powerful as a god, the king
becomes cursed on earth so he will stay as who he really
is. In the present day, a Chinese boy named Jin Wang
goes through his life trying to become a full American
boy, hoping that it will also wash away his true identity.
Also set in the present time, a feenage American named
Danny, wishes his Chinese cousin, Chin-kee will never
haunt him with his unbearable visits again. The stereo-
typical views the American culture brings on the Chinese
clture and gives the story its humor. A genuine feel of
how a common culture can affect the foreign eye.

-Tara Mahmood

City of Ashes -
Book Two of The
Mortal Instru-

ments Series
By Cassandra Clare
Genre: Fantasy
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In the first book, City of Bones, a complex world of
demons, werewolves, vampires, faeries, and Shadow-
hunters and filled with politics, factions, and history, was
set up and partially explained. City of Ashes won't make
much sense without having read the first book. Fans will
be glad that author Cassandra Clare wastes no time in
recapitulation -- she slams straight info the action.

There's a lot more of that action than in the first book,
and it's a lot bloodier, sometimes unnecessarily, and
sometimes disturbingly so, such as when a major char-
acter’s throat and wrists are slit. But fans of the series
will find many of the elements that first drew them in:
an engrossing, if melodramatic, writing style that makes
the pages fly by; a complex and fully realized parallel
world; intriguing mysteries that are more fully fleshed
out here, but not yet solved; and appealing teen char-
acters who are gradually discovering new and unusual
abilities. If you don’t mind the gore, it's a fun romp.
-Samantha Brant

City of Bones -
Book One of The
Mortal Instru-

ments Series
By Cassandra Clare
Genre: Fantasy
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The elements of this teen urban fantasy, the first of a
proposed trilogy, are becoming familiar as a new sub-
genre: a teen discovers an invisible world of magical
beings and monsters living hidden among us, and

that she has a place and power within that world due

to a past that has been kept hidden from her. It's the
variations the author wrings out of the formula, and the
attitude, that make the difference. Author Cassandra
(lare doesn't go for the teen sarcasm and black humor
(much), nor the hip urban cool, of some of the other
members of this small but growing category. Instead
she offers an intriguingly complex world with reams of
back-story involving numerous characters, creatures,
factions, and relationships. In addition to the various
sides among the Shadowhunters, there are vampires,
werewolves, faeries, warlocks, and others, each group
with its own politics, powers, and agendas. Then she
wraps it all up with exciting action told in vivid, occasion-
ally melodramatic, but always engrossing, prose that
sweeps the reader along and makes even the exposition
fascinating.

-Samantha Brant

Dragon Heir
By Cinda Williams Chima
Genre: Fantasy
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The basic plot of the of Dragon’s

Heir, which is the third book in

the Warrior’s Heir Trilogy, is that

the Red and White Roses want the

Dragonheart and will stop at nothing to get their hands
on it. This precious but powerful item is currently being
guarded in Trinity. There are a number of people that
guard the precise stone; Jack who is a warrior wizard,
Ellen who is a pure warrior, Seph, a very powerful wiz-
ard, and Jason who is not a powerful wizard. This book
is a must read. It concludes the trilogy very nicely.
-Blair Lange

Good-hye
Chunky Rice

By Craig Thompson
Genre: Graphic Novel
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Good-bye, Chunky Rice is an

amazing comic book about

losing a friend. Chunky

Rice is a turtle who simply feels he must move on, even
though he would have to leave his best friend Dandele.
The story is Chunky Rice’s journey and his realization
of just how hard it is fo leave Dandele behind. Overall,
this is a very sweet and well-written book.

-Travis Holzer

Greenmantle
By Charles De Lint
Genre: Urban Fantasy
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Alice Treasure, more commonly known as Ali, is new
to Landris County. She and her mother Frankie have
just moved into Frankie's childhood home with money
she won in a lottery. Ali quickly makes friends with a
man named Tony, a man hiding from his past. Both
are haunted by music faintly drifting from deep within
the forest behind their houses. Both witness strange
occurrences, but to make matters worse, Tony's past
resurfaces and Frankie's ex-husband comes to collect
what he believes is owed to him.

-Travis Holzer

Heat
By Michael Cadnum
Genre: General-Fiction
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The ten-meter platform is

thirty-three feet high, taller than

a three story balcony. Bonnie

Chamberlain is an expert diver

who receives great scores on all of her dives, which for
the most part are extremely difficult and very thrilling.
She is almost positive that she will be competing in the
upcoming Olympic trials. Her whole perspective on div-
ing changes when Bonnie hits her head on the platform
practicing one of her best dives. Her accident causes her
to miss many months of practice and even makes her
lose confidence in herself and in her dives. After recov-
ering from her injury and slowly but surely overcoming
her fear, Bonnie takes up diving again. No matter how
hard she tries, though, Bonnie can’t concentrate on her
diving because her father is falsely accused of something
and, consequently, now in trouble with the law. Bonnie
is the only one who believes in her father and is willing
to stand up for him, even if that means she is alone.

Heat is very well written and descriptive. It is on my top
ten list of best books I have ever read. Heat also has a
great moral of overcoming your fears and standing up
for what you truly believe in. I strongly recommend this
book for everyone! Heat is a story that you will enjoy
and hopefully read again!

-Alecia Winston

It's a Bird

By Steven T Seagle
Art by Teddy Kristiansen
Genre: Graphic Novel
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Superman is famous and loved

by all and one comic book writer

named Steven who believes

likewise tries to discover why. What is behind the super
hero's deeds? Assigned to create a superman comic,
Steven compares his life to that of Superman's in an ef-
fort to find the secret behind the family mystery. Steven
soon realizes that to people, Superman isn't just a
character but something much more. The great artwork
and the discovery of the connections of two lives makes
this comic more than just the analysis of a famous hero
but also shows the connedtion superheroes can make
with readers.

-Tara Mahmood

The Market
By J.M. Steele
Genre: Fiction
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The Market is J.M. Steele’s second

book for young adults, and it

follows skillfully in the steps of

her other book The Taker. The

Market revolves around the life of one Kate Winthrop,
an average girl at an average high school. Kate is in
the last few weeks of her senior year and is determined
to chill and relax for the rest of the quarter before
graduation. Things change, however, once she discovers
a website called “The Market.” The Market is an entire
stock market based around the popularity of the girls
of Kate's senior class. Kate is horrified to find that, out
of 140 girls; she is ranked number 71 and is considered
a “Junk Bond.” She and her two close friends decide to
take on the Market itself, pushing Kate from Junk Bond
to Blue Chip status. Her rise to 40 dollar (per share)
value, however, doesn't go completely unnoticed and
certainly doesn't come without a price.

An interesting glimpse into high school popularity
through a stockbroker's eyes, The Market follows the
typical “rise to popularity” young adult plot framework.
However, Steele’s funny and informative chapter head-
ers provide interest while the cut-and-paste popularity
plot is enlivened by Steele’s unique style. The plot also
has its own small twists and turns that make it fun and
easy to read. There are one or two points that are left
slightly loose at the end of the book, but these do not
detract from the book's appeal. J.M. Steele has done it
again, folks. This analyst recommends that The Market
is definitely a book a smart reader should invest in.
-Gabrielle Hall

Maus: a Survivor’s

Tale

By Art Spiegelman
Genre: Historical Graphic
Novel
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Maus is a story about the

Holocaust. Told through the true conversations between
a man and his son, Maus shows the horrors of what
Vladek, a Polish Jew, had to undergo during World War
I1. The story is drawn without a single human face- Jews
are the mice, Poles are the pigs (a neutral group),
Germans are cats, and Americans are dogs. The very
simplicity of the art allows one's imagination to fill in
the terrible reality. Maus, in a simple sense, in a graphic
novel but it is also a documentary and a memoir.
Nothing is withheld from the reader, but at the same
time there are not many particularly graphic or bloody
scenes as common to today’s graphic novel genre. Maus
is simple and profound, and is definitely a book that
crosses generational lines, genre lines, and racial lines.
| recommend this book to anyone who has ever heard of
or studied the WWI and WWII.

-Gabrielle Hall

Saints of Augus-
tine

By P.E. Ryan

Genre: Modern Fiction
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Taking place in a small town on

the Florida shoreline, this is the

story of two ex-best friends as they try and work through
the trials and tribulations of growing older and finding
themselves. Told from the alternating viewpoints of
Sam and Charlie, the two former best buds find that the
day-to-day experiences of being a troubled teen can
sometimes become too much fo handle. With a plotline
and story that pull on your heartstrings, PE. Ryan man-
ages to write an original novel in the same genre that is
filled with stock teenage angst novels.

-Bradley Jackson

Star Wars:
Children of the
Jedi

By Barbara Hambly
Genre: Science Fiction
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This is the story of Leia, Han,

Luke, Threepio, Artoo, and Chewie which takes place
several years after the events of the famous Star Wars
movie series. Han and Leia have several children and
Luke is teaching several young Jedi. On a routine
diplomatic trip to the Ithorian home planet, Han,
Luke, Chewie and Leia are attacked by a half-crazy
ex-smuggler on yarrock (a drug). The group splits up
into two groups — Luke and his students with Threepio
go searching for the retreat, while Leia, Han and Artoo
remain on Belsaris to search out the mysterious Plett's
Well. Luke, Threepio, and his students are taken
aboard the giant fully-automated starship “The Eye

of Palpatine!” Meanwhile Leia has to deal with the
re-emergence of the Emperor’s former concubine and
R2-D2's fritzing killer circuits.

The plot takes a couple of chapters to develop but by

a quarter of the way through the plot picks up and

soon it's hard to put down. Also, knowing the previous
movie's plotline would help immensely. There's an
interesting romance sub-plot, and the ending is more
than satisfactory. A must-read for Star Wars fans and
the ending sums up most of the loose ends and leaves
openings for a follow-up book. Overall, good Sci-Fi stuff.
-Gabrielle Hall




